
Summer Reading Assignment 2018 

Grade 12 Honors 

Mr. Goncalo 

For our summer reading assignment, we will be reading three books 
by Swedish author Fredrik Backman: 

1. A Man Called Ove,  

2. My Grandmother Asked Me to Tell You She's Sorry, and  

3. Britt-Marie Was Here. 

For the assignment, you are to (drumroll)
…..read the books. No kidding, just actually 
read the books. I do have one other requirement – try to enjoy them. 
Backman’s characters are beautifully drawn, unique, but remarkably 
universal as well.  Envision characters. Make connections. Read deeply.  

Because this is a summer assignment, I will evaluate in some basic way 
to determine if individual students have read the books. Mostly, 
however, I look forward to discussing the books with you all. The books 
will be the backbone of our first class unit in which we will engage in 
comparative study of the texts. The books are available in local 
libraries, as well as local bookstores and internet vendors (usually less 
than $10.00 each). Have your family read them as well to get more 
bang-for-your-buck! 

In addition to the above books, I encourage you read –something, 
anything that you enjoy and/or want to know more about. I have several books on my to-read 
list for the summer. 

• Lady Death: The Memoirs of Stalin's Sniper (female snipers in 
WWII).  

• A book of poetry, Clean Slate by Daisy Zamora (Nicaraguan poet, 
former guerilla fighter).  

• Bill Bryson's The Lost Continent: Travels in Small-Town America.  

• Just Kids, a memoir about Patti Smith’s life.  

• My challenging read is going to be The Patterning Instinct by 
Jeremy Lent.  

• Book of Rhymes: The Poetics of Hip Hop, by Adam Bradley. 

• Buffalo Head Solos, a book of poetry by Tim Seibles. 

Of course, over the summer be sure to take in some cultural happenings too. I will be going to 
see several bands, including the Arctic Monkeys, Electric Six, and White Denim. Hoping to see 
Joe Jackson as well.  I will also be giving a lecture at BCC for the Fall River Historical Society 
on July 11th, the topic being the Cook-Durfee Ice House at Interlachen. History? Literature? All 
the same, just a matter of emphasis! Hope to see you there! 

Email me with any questions at wgoncalo@comcast.net.  



Have a great summer!


